
 

 

 

 Loving God 
 

Participant Responses from an April Growth Group: 
“I Feel Closest to God When…”  (categorized in groupings) 
 
Grouping 1 

• When I am alone with Him. 
• When I am alone, not distracted by the influences of others. This is 

the time when I feel I can truly have a dialog with Him. 
• During quiet times of prayer. 
• When I can have quiet time. When things I struggle with leaving 

them in His hands. 
• First thing in the morning during devotions. 
• Waking hours, just listening to God. 
• When I am calm and can concentrate. 
• I know He is with me. He gives me peace. 
• When I open my Bible. 
• In studying Scripture during a challenging sermon or Bible study. 
• When I receive insights from Scripture. 
• When I realize He is present, and my needs and prayers at the time. 
• When I am by myself, reaching out talking to Him in prayer, and 

through worship, not distracted by anything. 
Grouping 2 

• When I am around other Christians. 
• When I am surrounded by Christians. 
• When I am in the company of fellow believers. 
• During worship in song. 
• Listening to hymns and worship songs. 
• Hearing or singing: “My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. My God, 

My Savior has ransomed me. And like a flood, His mercy reigns. 
Unending love. Amazing grace.” 

• Hearing a testimony of God’s deliverance from a struggle that I can 
relate to. 

 
 
 
Grouping 3 

• When He does something I needed but didn’t pray for. 
• When I see Him at work in my life. 
• When I see His provision. 
• After a personal crisis. 
• When I am obedient in an area that is hard for me, and I sense His 

peace. 
• When He shows me His presence in my life. 
• During difficult times. It is during those times He wraps His arms 

around me and draws me close revealing His love. 
Grouping 4 

• If I see someone in need, physical or mental, I try to reach out. 
• When I see Him work through me. 
• When I see Him at work in others. 
• Preparing or giving a Bible lesson. 
• When I can be an encouragement to others, especially at church or 

in counseling. 
Grouping 5 

• Seeing things come to life in Spring. 
• Viewing the mountains, or a beautiful sunset. 
• Hiding out in the basement during a tornado warning. 
• In a loud thunderstorm. 

Grouping 6 
• Because I’m alive. 
• Seeing my kids growing in their faith, honoring God, or overcoming a 

struggle. 
• Enjoying a romantic time. 

Grouping 7 
• Reading a well-crafted, insightful, practical Christian book. 
• Reading a book on theology where I am learning more who God is. 
• Reading history where God’s miraculous intervention is highlighted.  



 

 

Loving God – 9 Styles 
 (from the book Sacred Pathways by Gary Thomas, and other sources) 

 
1. Naturalist (loving God outdoors) 

2. Sensate (loving God with the senses) 

3. Traditionalist (loving God through ritual and symbol) 

4. Ascetic (loving God in solitude and simplicity) 

5. Activist (loving God through confrontation) 

6. Caregiver (loving God by loving others) 

7. Enthusiast (loving God with mystery and celebration) 

8. Contemplative (loving God through adoration) 

9. Intellectual (loving God with the mind) 
 
Thomas says: “Biblical figures in the Old and New Testaments confirmed to me that within the Christian faith there are many different 
and acceptable ways of demonstrating our love for God. Our temperaments will cause us to be more comfortable in some of these 
expressions than others—and that is perfectly acceptable to God. In fact, by worshipping God according to the way he made us, we are 
affirming His work as Creator.” 
 
Being aware of these various ways that others relate to God: 

• Can free you to explore options that may be a better fit for you. 

• Might give you ideas for adding new dimensions to what you already enjoy. 

  



 

 

Biblical Variety in Drawing Close to God 
 
      Romans 12:6-8 recognizes our God-given differences: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift 
is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, 
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 
 

      When we draw near to God by obeying what He calls us to do, He draws near to us. 

 

Brief Description Biblical Instruction Ideas Warnings 

• Relational (loving God together with His family) 
Worships God best 
in community, and 
appreciates the 
fellowship of God’s 
family. 

• Praise God in the great congregation; praise 
   the Lord in the assembly of Israel. 
• Where two or three gather in my name, there 
   am I with them. 
• Don’t give up meeting together. 

.In addition to church, attend 
  larger Christian rallies. 
.Participate in intra-church  
  activities, e.g. city-wide  
  prayer or service projects. 

Don’t: 
.Fail to spend time alone with God. 
.Fail to nurture your personal 
  spiritual disciplines. 

• Ascetic (loving God in solitude and simplicity) 
Worships God best 
without distractions 
in uninterrupted 
times of privacy, 
silence and personal 
commitment.   

• I discipline my body and keep it under control. 
• When you pray, go into your room, close the  
   door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  
   Then your Father, who sees what is done in  
   secret, will reward you. 
• Return to me with all your heart, with fasting 
   and weeping and mourning. 

.Pray and fast. Pray while  
  kneeling or prostrate. 
.Take personal retreats. 
.Choose simple living. 
.Plant and work a garden. 
.Give sacrificially “till it hurts.” 
.Obey speed limits, etc. 

Don’t: 
.Withdraw from God’s family. 
.Withdraw from the world that  
  needs you. 
.Overemphasize personal piety. 
.Seek pain for its own sake. 
.Seek to gain God’s favor. 

• Contemplative (loving God through adoration) 
Prefers focusing on 
God in deep times of 
adoration and 
personal worship. 

• Blessed is the one…whose delight is in the law 
   of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day 
   and night. 
• On my bed I remember you; I think of you  
   through the watches of the night. 

.Meditate. Journal. 

.Gaze on the “face of God.” 

.”Wrestle” with God in prayer. 

.Sit at the feet of Jesus. 

.Do secret acts of devotion. 

Don’t: 
.Lose balance; forget the Word. 
.Empty yourself. 
.Forget virtue. 
.Get addicted to good experiences. 



 

 

 

Brief Description Biblical Instruction Ideas Warnings 

• Naturalist (loving God outdoors) 
Moved by the awe 
and beauty of 
nature, noticing that 
God often met 
people outdoors 
(Abraham, Jacob, 
Moses, etc.) and 
that Jesus was often 
outdoors.  

• He makes me lie down in green pastures,  
   He leads me beside quiet waters,  
   He refreshes my soul. 
• The heavens declare the glory of God; the  
   skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day after 
   day they pour forth speech; night after night 
   they reveal knowledge. 
• I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where 
   does my help come from? My help comes 
   from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

.Reflect on what creation  
  reveals about God’s nature. 
.Learn to rest in God. 
.Pray with eyes open to  
  God’s majesty. 
.Read about the expanses of 
  the universe; enjoy images  
  of space. Become an 
  astronaut ☺. 

Don’t: 
.Neglect your Christian duties. 
.Fail to examine your impressions 
   against the Word of God. 
.Mistake God’s created order for 
   God Himself. 
Do as Christ did: 
.Spend time alone outdoors in  
  preparation for going back into 
  the world. 

• Caregiver (loving God by loving others) 
Sees themselves 
motivated and used 
by God to be His 
hands and feet to 
others. 

• I was sick and you looked after me, I was in  
   prison and you came to visit me. 
• Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
   the Father is this…to visit the fatherless and  
   widows in their affliction. 

.Practice hospitality. 

.Look for and meet unmet 
  needs. 
.Like Jesus, be known as one  
  who went about doing good. 

Don’t: 
.Judge others who aren’t care- 
  givers; let them sit at Jesus’ feet. 
.Neglect those closest to you. 
.Neglect your own needs. 

• Sensate (loving God with the senses) 
Moved by the awe, 
beauty and splendor 
of God and want to 
be physically 
involved in worship. 

• The doorposts and thresholds shook and the  
   temple was filled with smoke. 
• All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and  
   aloes and cassia; from palaces adorned with  
   ivory the music of the strings makes you glad. 

.Use candles or incense  
  during devotions. Play  
  classical/worshipful music. 
.Celebrate feasts dedicated  
  to God & His acts. 

Don’t: 
.Worship without conviction. 
.Idolize the beauty of your  
  surroundings. 
.Worship worship itself. 

• Traditionalist (loving God through ritual and symbol) 
Appreciates the 
classical forms of 
worship: symbolism, 
ritual, and liturgy. 

• He has filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
    wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge 
    and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic 
    designs for work in gold, silver and bronze. 

.Establish your own traditions,    
  e.g. “Celebrate God” retreat. 
.Write out your prayers in an  
  ordered structure. 

Don’t: 
.Neglect other obligations. 
.Repeat mechanically. 
.Deify rites. 

 

 
 



 

 

Brief Description Biblical Instruction Ideas Warnings 

• Activist (loving God by fighting for truth through confrontation) 
Hates what God 
hates, and works to 
destroy evil. 

• Rescue those being led away to death. 
• We demolish arguments and every pretension 
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God. 

.Work for social reform. 

.Pray walk. 

.March for Christian causes. 

Don’t: 
.Become judgmental or elitist. 
.Forget personal sanctity. 

• Enthusiast (loving God with mystery and celebration) 
Worships God in 
celebration and 
enthusiastic 
expression, such as 
David dancing 
before the Lord. 

• Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  
   Worship the Lord with gladness;  
   come before Him with joyful songs. 
• Let them praise His name with dancing and  
   make music to Him. 
• Young women will dance and be glad,  
   young men and old as well. 

.Sing enthusiastically, even 
   when alone. 
.Dance to the Lord. 
.Learn a musical instrument. 
.Worship “in the spirit.” 
.Say Amen, raise your hands,   
   take off shoes at church. 

Don’t: 
.Avoid corporate worship. 
.Seek experiences for their sake  
  alone. 
.Equate good feelings for good  
  worship. 

• Intellectual (loving God with the mind) 
Grows close to God 
through new 
insights and 
learnings.  

• Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
• Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 
• Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways 
   and be wise! 

.Study the Word in depth. 

.Read biblical studies,  
   theologies, creeds/church  
   history, ethics, apologetics. 

Don’t: 
.Thrive on controversy. 
.Know rather than do. 
.Be proud. 

 
  Gary Thomas writes: “Within all of us, however, there needs to be a common denominator, which is found in Mark 12:30. According to 
Jesus, four elements are essential to every true expression of faith. It is essential that we love God with all our heart (adoration), soul (will), mind 
(belief), and strength (body). The intellectual is not excused from failing to adore. Neither is the contemplative excused from harboring wrong 
beliefs about God. Complete Christians—which all of are called to be—should exhibit adoration, belief, commitment, and service.” 

 In another passage, Thomas gives a warning: “Beware of Narrowing your Approach to God. God wants your worship, according to the way 
He made you. That may differ somewhat from the worship of the person who brought you to Christ or the person who leads your Bible study or 
church. But I must admit, there is a limit to the individual approach to spirituality. It is neither wise nor scriptural to pursue God apart from the 
community of faith. Our individual expressions of faith must be joined to corporate worship with the body of Christ.” 

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 and 25 remind us: “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good…that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.” 
  



 

 

God is My…  Scriptures I am… What this means to me personally Morning Prayer 

• God the Father 
    

Rock / Fortress / 
Strong Deliverer 

Ps 18:2,  
Prov 18:10 

Safe, protected I can feel safe and don’t need to fear 
anything. The almighty God is my defender 
from all my enemies, including “the world, 
the flesh and the devil.” I should quickly 
run to Him whenever I’m in trouble. 

Lord, keep Satan away from me today, 
keep me from temptations, and give me 
victory over my old nature. If I fail, deliver 
me from despair. 
 

Creator Gen 1:27,  
Ps 139:14,  
Isa 64:8 
 

Wonderfully made; 
Made in God’s image 
 
 

I can accept myself, embrace my limitations 
and become more and more like God. 
 
 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change; courage to change 
the things I can; and wisdom to know the 
difference. 

2 Cor 5:17,  
2 Pet 1:4,  
Gal 2:20 

A new creation;  
A partaker of the divine 
nature 

I can live above my natural inclinations. 
God’s strength can be demonstrated in my 
weakness. 

Lord, live your life through me. Let me your 
voice, hands, feet and heart to others who 
are in need of you today. 

Father John 17:23b, 
1 John 3:1 

Loved 
 

I can feel loved and accepted by God. My 
love is in response to His great love for me. 

Lord, I love you. Thank you for your infinite 
love to me. I don’t deserve it. 

1 Pet 5:7, 
Ro 8:32, 
James 1:17 

Cared for 
 

I can bring all my cares to God. He gives all 
good things to me. 
 

Thank you for knowing all about me and 
still caring so much for me. Thanks for your 
great promises and meeting all my needs. 

Heb 12:5-11,Philip 
2:13 

Disciplined (lovingly) 
 

I know that God is actively working in me to 
become all I can and should be. 

Although it is sometimes difficult, I’m glad 
you continue to make me what I should be. 

2 Tim 1:2, Titus 1:4, 
Eph 1:2-3,  
Lam 3:22-23 

Given grace, mercy and 
peace 

God gives me every spiritual blessing I need 
even things I don’t think to ask for. 

Father, thank you for saving me, forgiving 
me, and giving me peace with you. Thank 
you for your new mercies every day. 

• Jesus Christ 
    

Lord Ro 6:22-23,  
John 5:30, John 14:15 

His servant; His slave Just as Christ pleased not himself but 
always obeyed God, so must I. 

Lord, I give you this day. Take me where 
you want. Use me as you will. Give me your 
wisdom to make decisions in your will. 

Savior  1 Pet 1:18-19, 
Col 1:12-14 

Bought at a special price I am precious to God. Christ died for me. Thank you, Lord, for rescuing me, giving me 
hope, a purpose, a future and a destiny. 

 
  



 

 

God is My…  Scriptures I am… What this means to me personally Morning Prayer 

• Jesus Christ (Continued)    

Head of His 
Body, the Church 

Eph 4:1, Col 1:10,  
1 Thes 2:12, 1 Pet 2:9 

A called out one;  
Chosen by God 

I should be different than non-Christians.  
I must walk worthy of my calling by God. 

Lord, strengthen me to live as I ought to 
and to honor you in all I think, say and do. 

  
2 Cor 5:20 

An ambassador God has chosen to use me as His 
messenger. Wherever and whenever He 
leads, I need to go, speak and be bold. 

Lord, I want to represent you well in all my 
relationships today. Let Christ’s love be 
evident to all whom I’m sent to. 

Intercessor Ro 8:34, Heb 7:25 Prayed for by Christ Wow! Christ’s prays to the Father for me! Thank you, Jesus, for praying for me. 

Model 1 Pet 2:21,  
Ro 8:29 

An imitator of Christ I need to be like Christ, a servant to all, and 
willing to suffer as He was. 

Lord, transform me into the image of your 
Son. Let me reflect His beauty to others. 

• The Holy Spirit 
    

Indweller 1 Cor 6:19 A temple of the Holy 
Spirit 

As ornate and beautiful as God’s temple 
was in the Old Testament, He has now 
chosen me to be His template in this time. 

Lord, thank you was choosing to live in me. 
May I remember your close presence 
throughout the day and live accordingly. 

Comforter John 14:26-27,  
John 16:33,  
Phil 4:7,  Ro 8:37-39 

Comforted and at peace In a world of turmoil and in times of 
personal distress, God’s Spirit can give me 
supernatural peace. 

Father, you don’t treat me as my sins 
deserve. And almighty you are on my side; 
what can anyone do to me? 

Teacher  
& Guide 

Ro 8:14,  
James 1:5 

Led by the Holy Spirit With the one who knows the future ready 
to guide me, it would be foolish of me to 
make plans without seeking His direction.  

Lord, teach me your Word and guide me in 
your paths. May all my decisions and 
actions today be in your perfect will. 

Intercessor Ro 8:26 
 

Prayed for by God’s Hoy 
Spirit  

Wow! The Holy Spirit also prays to the 
Father for me! 

Thank you, Dear Holy Spirit, for praying for 
me and for helping me to pray, especially 
when I don’t know what to ask for. 

Guarantee Eph 1:13,  
Eph 4:30, 
2 Cor 1:21-22,  
Ro 8:16 

“Signed, sealed and 
delivered” by the Spirit 

God’s Spirit dwells in me permanently and 
reminds me that I am God’s child, both 
now and forevermore. 

Oh Lord, to be your child and to be certain 
of being with you forever gives me such a 
peace and comfort – thank you! 

Power Acts 1:8,  
2 Tim 1:7, 
2 Cor 4:7,  
2 Cor 12:9 

Enabled by God’s infinite 
power 

God’s power is demonstrated in my 
weakness, and my goal is to glorify the 
Lord, so I will overcome the world, and my 
weaknesses through the Spirit’s power. 

Lord, Your Word says Christ was made 
perfect through suffering and we are called 
to follow that path. Prepare me for 
whatever you have. I know you are 
gracious and will sustain me. Thank you.  

 

 


