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Next Steps in Your Spiritual Growth  

In our Spiritual Growth Model, we depict ourselves growing in a sequence of steps: 

 
Of course, these steps do not always occur sequentially. And while this article 
covers a lot of detail, in our journeys we only need to focus on the next steps. Listed 
below are some resources that Grace Bible Church provides to navigate these 
steps. 

Seeking 

If you have never had much exposure to the Christian faith, it would be natural to 
have serious questions and reservations about it—in many ways, it seems to make 
some preposterous claims.  

You may be searching for a sense of meaning, or facing difficult situations that seem 
hopeless, or you may be curious how some people seem to weather the trials they 
face in life. Here are some ways we suggest you might begin your exploration. This 
could be the first step of a life-changing process.  

• Do some research. We particularly like the exploreGod and GotQuestions 
websites (listed on our Resources page). There are many videos, articles, and 
daily devotions that address many of the issues that concern those 
investigating Christianity. 

• We invite you to visit our church worship services. Listen and observe how 
we interact and worship the very creator God. Our vision is that at these 
services, we will not just hear stories or learn facts, but encounter and exalt 
the living God. 

• Please feel free at any time to request an appointment to meet with our 
pastor, or any of our other leaders. We will be glad to consult with you, 
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answer questions, or provide counsel. Simply contact us. Don’t be hesitant to 
ask.  

• If there is someone at GBC who you seem to resonate with, approach them 
about mentoring you. Most of our members have gone through what is 
called a discipling process, and are equipped to take others through it. Two 
books we use are Gospel Centered Living by Thune and Walker, and Self 
Confrontation by John C. Broger. Typically, you will work through these 
resources one-on-one with a mentor or discipler, or sometimes one couple 
with another couple.  

• Pray. James 1:5 says “If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will 
give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.” As always, if you need help 
doing this, reach out to us. We’ll be glad to help. Praying will become a critical 
resource for you not just as you explore, but through your whole journey of 
faith. 

Seedling 

As you dig deeper into Christianity, you will discover a lot about yourself, about God, 
and about Christ’s church. Here are some steps you can take at this stage of your 
growth: 

• Begin reading the Bible. From GBC you can obtain free, helpful devotional 
guides that can guide you gently into some of the ancient wisdom found in 
the Scriptures. You can also request someone from the church to mentor you 
in this process. There are also reading plans you can find online, such as the 
one at BibleGateway.org. 

• Find other good books to read. The GBC library has many resources and the 
staff can help you find what interests you. 

• Visit one of GBC’s adult small groups, what we call Growth Groups. There will 
no pressure to be knowledgeable or prepared. You don’t even need a Bible, 
although we can make one available to you. You don’t need to sign up or 
commit; some people visit multiple groups till they find the best fit. Students 
are invited to attend the youth group. All the groups, times and locations, are 
shown on the church’s calendar. Some groups meet in homes to be more 
relaxed or to eat together.  
 

Small groups give you an opportunity to meet others on their spiritual journey, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/reading-plans/
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to build friendships, and to find others in some of the same life struggles as 
you are. They are confidential, encouraging, and supportive. 

• Deepen your personal relationship with God. There is no more important 
thing you can do in life than to transact business with the one who you will 
meet on judgement day. When you place your trust for salvation in Jesus 
Christ, he will forgive you for whatever you have done in the past, and you 
will embark on the incredible journey of being a child of God. This brings 
peace, hope, and joy. 
 

Romans 5:1 states “Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight 
by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has 
done for us.” Romans 8:1 states “So now there is no condemnation for those 
who belong to Christ Jesus.” And 1 John 3:1 states “See what great love the 
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that 
is what we are!” 

• Once you have trusted Christ, your life will never be the same. First you will 
want to confirm your faith in Christ and demonstrate your obedience to him 
by being baptized. This will symbolize your new life in Christ. Also, since 
you’ve been adopted into God’s family, you will want to consider joining a 
church near you so you are joined together with your local family members. 
GBC will periodically run a class that explains what baptism and church 
membership means. You will also participate in a regular celebration of 
communion, or the Lord’s Supper. 

• You will want to begin supporting your church, not only by the giving of 
offerings, but of your time and talents. These actions will help you build 
relationships with others, and you will be an encouragement to them, 

• As a Christian believer, you have a new, spiritual nature that wants to love 
God and love others. But you will find that this is not natural for you. Like 
most of us, your experience as a Christian will have ups and downs. You’ll try 
to be a better person in your strength and find it doesn’t always work, and 
when it does, it may not last through the difficult times. 

• As you associate more with God’s family—your spiritual brother and sisters—
you will want to begin serving them in some ways that you are specifically 
qualified to do. Christ’s church is comprised mostly of volunteers, people who 
are in other lines of work, but bring they experience and expertise to the 
church. Early in your faith journey, you may not be ready to teach theology to 
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adults, but you may be able to teach children, or greet newcomers, or sing on 
the praise team. 

Growing 

• As you mature in faith God’s Word will come alive in ways it never has before, 
and you will come to see that you are a masterpiece that God is creating to 
fulfill great purposes. You will see answers to prayer, and personal successes 
that you may have always dreamed of, and your commitment to Christ will 
grow stronger. The more you read and study the Bible the more you will 
begin to see how God wants you to live, and what he desires for you to 
accomplish. You will begin to develop the fruit of the Spirit. 

• God’s Holy Spirit will empower you to overcome unhelpful habits and 
behaviors; he will cause you to grow and live the new life he has called you 
to, as his beloved child. You will increasingly know the love, peace, hope, and 
joy that is your birthright as his child. 

• You will find the immense value that regular spiritual disciplines bring. 
These disciplines might include private times of devotion where you read 
Scripture and pray. Sometimes you may take a retreat to focus more 
intentional time with God, or to study his Word with other books and 
resources. Sometimes you might pray and fast, going without food for a 
period of time. You will also want to join a Bible study group, and to learn 
ways to study the Scriptures on your own.  

• You may not notice the subtle changes in your spiritual maturity, but if you 
look back at where you were a year or two ago, you should be able to see 
that you have become better at following God’s will and not living as 
selfishly as you might have otherwise would. You are learning that your first 
priority is not to do, as much as to be. You’ll learn to abide, or rest, in Christ…to 
be content just being with him. 

Maturing 

• As you grow, you will become a more whole and integrated person, one at 
peace with God, yourself, your circumstances, and with others, Then you’ll 
want to share your story and your successes with friends and family. You will 
be excited to encourage others to begin their spiritual journey and join you in 
yours. God may even use you to help another person trust in Christ.  
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• You will discover that you have a combination of special talents and passions 
that are unique to you. Every child of God has spiritual gifts—abilities given 
to you by the Holy Spirit so that you can make a significant difference in the 
church and in the world. Your fellow believers will ask “What would we do 
without you?” and you will know for certain that God is pleased to use you for 
his special work. You are becoming salt and light to the world around you. 

• You will become more others focused, and learn to put their needs of ahead 
of your own. GBC has a heart for foreign missions and sometimes will sponsor 
a group of its members to go on a short-term missions trip. We also have a 
history of forming work relief teams that travel to places that have been hit 
with some sort of natural disaster. And we support our local community with 
many children’s programs. You may find a missions trip, a service project, or 
serving on a ministry team a good way to use your talents to serve others. 

• At this point in your spiritual journey, you may likely be ready to take on 
leadership position in the church. Your maturity will be valuable as you teach 
other adults, serve on a board, or lead a ministry. When you are in the perfect 
place for your skills and temperament, you will accomplish easily what others 
would never be able to do.  

• Eventually you will be able to say with the apostle Paul that you can be 
content no matter what the circumstances are, and that you can do 
everything through Christ, who gives you strength. Christ said “I have told you 
all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” 

Multiplying 

• Once you have gained a measure of stature and developed a reputation of 
solving organizational-level problems, you will be ready to be a leader of 
leaders, a teacher of teachers, or a mentor to mentors. This will enable you to 
multiply the impact of what you are able to accomplish. Paul passed on his 
knowledge to Timothy and told him to “teach these truths to other 
trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.” 

• You will be empowered to leave a legacy as you effectively lead. Retirement 
age can be a time to devote yourself full-time to serving the Lord if you have 
never been able to before. 
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• Just as grandparents often enjoy their grandchildren immensely, you will find 
great joy in seeing those who you have mentored succeed in their lives. Don’t 
ever stop encouraging and influencing others, but take time to enjoy the 
sunset, too!  

 

 

 


